
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



i 

REMARKS 

AT A PARISH MEETING 

or 

TRINITY CHURCH, 

AT 

BBIDGEWATER^ 

ON THE 16TH OF MAY, 1848. 




J 



Br JOHN EDSON, 



■^rt^^^^fc^^'^^f^^* ^' *^^^''^^^^^^^^^ 



J 

HARVARD coiunr ut^-i- 



REMARKS. 



Mr. Moderator : — I am now 62 years of age, 
and I may say that for about 60 years I have 
been enquiring the way to Zion with my 
face thitherward. I was bred and Hved till 
I was 23 years old, a Congregationalist. I 
have examined the claims, I trust, with can- 
dor, of all the prominent denominations of 
Christians in our country, and for many 
years I have believed and been fully per- 
suaded that the Episcopal Church is the only 
one in this country which retains, in its pu- 
rity and integrity, the faith once delivered lo 
the saints, for which the apostle says, " we 
ought earnestly to contend.'' 

I have been a churchman about 40 years, 
and during that time have been putting forth 
efforts to build up and establish a church in 
this place, to be in conformity with the doc- 
trines and worship of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States, and I have 
expended in that time, and for that purpose, 
about 4,000 dollars, just about the cost of 
this present house. 



When this church was finished, it was 
(including the bell) about 1200 dollars in 
debt. The building committee gave their se- 
curity for the debt, hoping we should be ablej 
to sell the balance of the pews to pay the 
same; biit no opportunity has occurred to 
sell a single pew. In 1844, the committee 
were called upon to pay the debt. One of 
the committee declined paying his propor- 
tion, and the whole debt fell on the shoulders 
of Mr. Increase Robinson and myself, and 
the remainder of the pews passed into our 
hands in 1844. 

It was not our wish to invest so much pro- 
perty in the church, or to own so many pews ; 
but the debt must have been paid, and all 
the remuneration we could have was to take 
the pews, or permit the church to be sold un- 
der the auctioneer's hammer ; — ^and now it 
seems a plan has been set on foot by persons 
who have done nothing toward the erection 
of the church to deprive the present owners of 
the pews the use of their property, by as- 
suming them as common stock, without pay- 
ing for the pews, or any rent for the use of 
them. 
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When this church was erected we were 
aided by persons in Boston, Taunton and New 
York. They aided us imder the assurance: 

. and pledge that it was to be an Episcopal- 
Church; and all persons in this town and 
Yicinity^ who aided by taking shares or buy- 

, ing pews, were given to understand that it 
was to be an Episcopal Church and no other, 

^and when it wg^ completed it was solemnly 
roted by us, and consecrated by the Bishop, 

tt& the service of Almighty God, according to 
the doctrines and liturgy of the Plrotestant 
Episcopal Church. 

Tile occasion which has called us together 
at this time, was a petition fromsimdry per- 
sons requesting an alteration of our by-laws, 
(which m the opinion of judicious and disin- 
terested men, are very liberal as they now 
stand) so that persons may become voters in 
parish affairs by simply paying three dollars 

• for the support of public worship. 

I have examined the list of names, on the 
petition, and I presume to say there is not one 
of them that will acknowledge himself to be a 
churchman in the true and proper sense of 



the term. The question naturally arise 
what can be their object in desiring a chan; 
in our by-laws ? We can hardly suppo 
that they wish to promote the real interes 
of the church, for it is manifest they are u 
willing that the present incumbent shou 
preach the doctrines of the church any fu 
ther than they are held in common with oth 
denominations. All the sects can have the 
own peculiar doctrines preached in their om 
meeting houses, and nobody questions the 
right ; — ^but these petitioners and others 
their party will not allow the minister of tl 
church to preach upon or instruct the peop 
in the distinctive principles of the churc 
although the canon makes it his duty : neith 
must he teach the catechism as the rubr 
directs. 

We have kept ourselves quiet for the la 
two years, and permitted the anti-churc 
party the use of the church, hoping that 
peaceful and conciliatory course would ha^ 
been pursued, but we have been disappoints 
It is now evident that no compromise can i 
made with them, without the sacrifice 
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principle. The course which a sense of duty 
requires me now to take, judging from past 
experience, will no doubt expose me to the 
maledictions of the party, and peradventure 
the spoiling of my goods. 

I expect that my name will be cast out as 

evil, my conduct and motives misrepresented, 

and if I am not hated of all men I shall be by 

very many in this community ; but I remem- 

.^ ber that my Lord once said to his disciples, 

y/* Marvel not if the world hate you.'' We 

)are taught in scripture that " he that will do 

the will of God, must bear the cross, must 

suflfer persecution." 

Mr. Moderator, I declare to you that I am 
conscientious in this matter. I act from a 
sense of duty to my God and his church, to 
my family and the present and rising genera- 
tion. I cannot, with a good conscience, 
join myself to any other religious community. 
The opposers of the church here, say that 
they can, with a good conscience, worship 
with and hear the doctrines preached of any 
or all of the evangelical sects, with perhaps 
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it not be more honorable and christiai 
these gentlemen would go where they 
gratified rather than to come here anc 
deprive us of the privilege which w 
so much of hearing the church. I h 
ill-will towards those even w|yf) hav( 
issue against the church. I desire 
peaceably and in good neighborhoo 
them, — ^and if we cannot agree in r 
matters, let us at least agree not to 
stumbling block in our brother's way, 
to hinder him from worshipping God 
ing to the dictates of his own conscien 



This book ahould be returned to 
tlie liibrary on or before the last date 
stamped below, 

A fine of five eents a day is incurred 
by retaining it beyond the specified 
time* 

Please return promptly * 
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it not be more honorable and christian-like if 
these gentlemen would go where they can be 
gratified rather than to come here and try to 
deprive us of the privilege which we value 
so much of hearing the church. I have no 
ill-will towards those even w|yf) have joined 
issue against the church. I desire to live 
peaceably and in good neighborhood with 
them, — ^and if we cannot agree in religious 
matters, let us at least agree not to put a 
stumbling block in our brother's way, nor try 
to hinder him from worshipping God accord- 
ing to the dictates of his own conscience. 
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stamped below. 
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